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THE INFLUENZA EPIDEMIC OF THE WINTER OF 1943-44 IN
THE UNITED STATES: A PRELIMINARY SUMMARY

By Dororuy F. HoLLAND, Statistician, and SELwYN D. CoLLINs, Head Statistician,
United States Public Health Service

An outbreak of a mild type of influenza started in Minnesota and the
Great Lakes region about the middle of November 1943. From the
North Central region as the area of origin, the epidemic spread
eastward to New England, the Middle Atlantic States, and Kentucky,
Virginia, West Virginia, Delaware, and Maryland, outbreaks being
reported subsequently in the Mountain and Pacific States, the South-
east (Central and Atlantic) and, finally, in the West South Central
States. The Army as well as the civilian population experienced the
epidemic, the direction of spread in the two groups showing general
correspondence (I). Thepeak of the epidemicin the civilian population
(considering the country as a whole) occurred during the last week of
December and the first week of January. It appears that the epidemic
in the Army began to subside somewhat earlier, the incidence rates
having shown a decline as of the middle of December except in stations
in the South and Southwest, which were the last to experience the
outbreak. :

The tendency of influenza to occur in pandemic form “in cycles with
intervals of several decades” (2) led to general concern that the 1943
outbreak might assume the characteristics of the 1918 pandemic.
This early apprehension was increased by the fact that in November,
when the first indications of an outbreak were observed in this country,
influenza had already attained epidemic proportions in England and
Wales. However, the sharp rise in influenza deaths in the 126 great
towns of England and Wales in November and December was found to
be due not to the virulence of the causative organism, but to a high

t The United States Public Health Service makes grateful acknowledgment of the cooperation of the
Hospital Service Plan Commission, American Hospital Association. and member plans, in making available

reports of influenza-pneumonia admissions during the epidemic. Special thanks are extended to the Com-
missjon for permission to publish these data.
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case incidence. The subsequent course of the outbreak in the United
States, as well as the experience of other countries in which influenza
has been epidemic in the winter of 194344, gives no evidence of a
recurrence of the severe type of influenza observed in the 1918
pandemic.

Characteristic features of the disease in the recent epidemic were the
sudden onset, moderate prastration, fever, and general pains, followed
by marked weakness. The duration has been variously reported as
between 3 and 5 days. As a result of the characteristic short duration
of the illness, the term “lightning’’ influenza was used in newspaper
reports of the epidemic in England. Complications have been
infrequent and usually not serious. The excess mortality associated
with the epidemic resulted from the high incidence of cases rather than
a high case fatality rate. The laboratory evidence available indicates
that the recent outbreak was probably largely due to influenza virus
A (3,4). The type A virus was also identified during the epidemic in
England and Wales.

MORBIDITY

Total incidence.—It is generally recognized that official reports of
influenza cases in this country inadequately describe the actual inci-
dence and severity of the diseass and the geographic spread and trend
of an epidemic. Influenza is now notifiable in all but 4 States, New
Hampshire, Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, and New York; and while
reporting is required in New York City, the actual number of cases
reported in the recent epidemic was so small as effectively to exclude
the entire State from the reporting area. Three States not included
in the reporting area, Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, and New York
(considering the State as a whole), are populous, containing together
about one-fifth of the total population of the country. Officially
reported cases of influenza for the country as a whole, and particularly
for New England and the Middle Atlantic divisions, are therefore sub-
stantially understated by the failure of these States to require its
notification. Furthermore, official requirement of notification in no
sense insures completeness of reporting. As a result of the mild form
of the disease in the recent outbreak, many cases were not attended by
a physician, necessarily understating the true incidence. The time
lag between the onset of the outbreak and the identification of cases as
influenzal in type limits the value of officially reported cases as a
measure of epidemic trend. In the recent epidemic, a further limita-
tion resulted from the practice adopted by certain States of estimating
the incident cases in the total population on the basis of the experience
of selected groups, such as school children or industrial workers.

Notwithstanding these limitations, the weekly trend of the epidemic
as indicated by influenza cases reported to the Public Health Service



1133 September 1, 1944

by State health officers is of interest. As is shown in table 1, the inci-
dence in the country as a whole showed a continuous upward trend for
a 7- to 8-week period beginning about the middle of November 1943,
the rise being particularly marked during December. Subsequent to
the week ended January 8, 1944, the decline in incidence has bsen
progressive. The reported case incidence in the recent influenza
epidemic appears to have been about of the same order as in the

TABLE 1.—Telegraphic reports of influenza cases from State health officers to the
U. 8. Public Health Service, weeks ended Nov. 13, 1943, through Feb. 5, 1944,
and the corresponding weeks of 1940-43 compared—all reporting States!

Number of influenza cases reported
Week ended 2
1943-44 3 1942-43 1941-42 1940-41
414,912 4,327 5,667 61, 809
22,483 4,852 4,899 91, 203
47,143 4,387 4,332 107, 270
65, 649 4,330 3,804 95, 605
126, 610 3,852 3,800 77,820
5126, 488 3,440 2, 587 45,475
83,9 2,290 2,693 42,457
82,951 2,414 2,995 29, 864
23,746 2,604 2,742 9, 663
4,489 1,928 2,478 3,014
2,465 1,854 2,469 1,332
1,734 1,769 2,372 1,180
1, 555 1,596 2,308 787

1 Influenza is not reportable in the following States: Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New York (except
New York City), and Pennsylvania. New Hampshire and Pennsylvania have submitted reports of in-
fluenza cases for certain weeks in the period 1940-44; these reports are therefore included but the number of
cases is negligible. No reports of influenza cases have been received from Massachusetts in the period con-
sidered. The totals include cases for New York City in which influenza is reportable, but no cases for
up-State New York were reported in the period considered.

Influenza is reportable in Mississippi, but it appears that notification is not enforced, no cases having
been reported in the period considered. .

2 The ending dates of the weeks specified are as of 1943 and 1944. The weeks in the preceding years cor-
respond in number, taking the weeks ended January 4-10 as the first week of the year.

3 The figure reported by Kentucky for the week ended Dec. 18, 1943, was estimated in part and does not
represent exclusively cases reported by physicians. The trend in the total cases reported therefore is indi-
cated more exactly if the figures for Kentucky are omitted.

The total for the reporting States, exlcusive of Kentucky, is as follows: Week ended Dec. 4, 1943, 4,486;
Dec. 11, 18,330; Dec. 18, 48,803; Dec. 25, 81,753; Jan. 1, 1944, 105,997; Jan. 8, 103,825; Jan. 15, 63,722; Jan. 22,
46,264; Jan. 29, 21,638; Feb. 5, 14,244,

See also footnote 6, table 2.

4 In the weeks ended Feb. 12 through Mar. 4, 1944, the incidence of influenza showed some excess over the
1942-43 average for corresponding weeks, the number of cases reported for weeks ended on the specified
dates being as follows: Feb. 12, 10,748; Feb. 19, 7,189; Feb. 26, 6,425; Mar. 4, 5,249. In the weeks ended
Mar. ldli througgsApr. 1, the reported cases continued to decline, falling below the 1942-43 average for cor-
responding weeks.

S In the week ended Dec. 25, 1943, Louisiana reported 148 cases, and in the week ended Jan. 1, 1944, 4,136
cases” A later mail report indicated that this marked increase was due in part to a change in the method
of repgrting cases, the total number of cases seen by physicians being substituted for individual reports of
cases by name.

Exclusive of a delayed report of 1,000 cases from Wyoming.

epidemic of 194041. However, the 1940—41 epidemic was minor
measured in terms of the total excess death rate from influenza-pneu-
moria (§), while from the standpoint of mortality from all causes the
recent epidemic was comparable in severity to that of 1928-29, the
major epidemic since the perioa 1918-20.

Table 2 summarizes the weekly incidence of influenza cases reported
to the Public Health Service, by geographic division and State. It
should be noted that the trend in incidence may vary widely amoog the
States within a given geographic division, limiting the significance of
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the division totals.
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However, with the exceptions noted in the table,
the figures are broadly indicative of the epidemic trend in a given
State. Interstate comperisons of the magnitude of tha case incidence
are not significant due to lack of uniformity among the States in the
completeness of notification.

TABLE 2.—Telegraphic reports of influenza cases from State health officers to the
U. 8. Public Health Service, weeks ended Nov. 13, 1943, through Feb. 5, 1944,
by geographic division and State !

Number of influenza cases reported, week ended—
Geographic divi- Feb-
Sioe ahd State | November 1943 December 1943 January 1944 rusry
1
13 b14 4 11 22 52
Rglporting States— .
........... , 555 2, 4654, 489|23, 746 126, 610]65, 649(47, 143/22, 483(14, 912

New England 1._._. 1 32| 54| 121 560 227| 328 137 130

aine.___.___.|..... 31 1 22 73 28 21 41 26
New Hamp-

shiret. ______ | .| oo ]oeeifeeec]aeaaas 3. 12 ... 20
Vermont______ | |- j. || 100, 28| 221 19 51
Massachu-

73 A 230 IR DRI DU BN SUISRION FISII P SRR SR S BpRp R PRI
Rhode Island . _|.__._[._._.|..___ 1 1 77 13 31 24 25
Connecticut. - 1 1 52, 98 307 158 43 53 8

Middle Atlantic!._ 7 11 36| 133 225 141 8C 59 53
New Yorkt.__. 3 3 14 70, 70 28 15 15 12
New Jersey. ... 2 71 17 50 126 85 38 24 33
Pennsylvania 1 2 1 5 13 29| 28, 27 20 8

East North Central | 163| 36 41| 122 930 8,959| 5,766| 1, 712 907| 410
Ohio.____....._. 4 3 12 1 4 5, 365 4,212 72 61
Indiana ........ 45 9| 3| 59| 286 194) 129 67 134 35
Illinois...___._. 9 4 6| 18] 447 211 67| 267 68, 54
Michigan.____. 87, 2| 1 7] 63 61 55 32] 15

isconsin...... 18 18] 19 371 130 3,162 1,297] 848 601 245

WestNorthCentral. 8| 17| 432| 436 7,398 5,749] 3,087| 5,588 327 266

innesota_ ... | ... 1| 270 273| 396 185 16 18| ____._ 3 I 2
Towa.__________ | .. || |- 2,337 3,860 1,839 51121 251 37
Missouri_______ 3 149 21 137 132 40 17 5 27
North Dakota__|__.__ 5! 23| 4,331 421 301 105) 14 12
South Dakota._|._...| ... |ocefeeeoos 9l _____ 21| ...

ebraska

aryland 6
District of l

Columbia...._ 2| 4 4| 24§ , 138 62 44 5 9
Virginia_ . .___. 107 259| 651) 1,649 8,335 21 3,819! 2,404] 1,733
West Virginia 2| 5 629, , 536| 3,304 1,440] 354 464
North Carolina 7 1 3 419| 158 214 45| 78
South Carolina.| 305 331 453| 755 702| 5,498| 3,799 1,878 1,311

rgia._ ... 19 30( 105 676 054| 1,634 767 408
Florida. . ______ 11 7 6 16, 97 116 71 76 16

East South Cen-

L 70 111 6, 945 17| 4,176| 2, 528| 1,306
Kentucky ..... 3 1 3(6 5,416{6 34,148 785 1,927 7 845

ennessee. . .__ 15| 56| 155 276 913 5| 419] 156
Alabama._.____ 52 54| 270 306 3,884/ 3,277| 2,452( 1,264] 482
b0 STEITTT49) S U U IR PRI RN SOOI (RSN SURSIN NUIRIIN NI N RN N S,

West South Central 705 9711, 546 3,633 7, 332123, 736|19, 069| 9, 503 6, 606
Ark 80 184| 427 5,462 2,420| 1,345 862 475

1| 35 84 4,106| 6,430| 5, 1,990| 1, 266
74| 29| 201 3,310/ 1,760| 2,061] 661] 567
807]1, 208 2,921 ,330| 24, 454(13, 126(10, 060| 5, 990| 4,388

See footnotes at end of table.
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TaBLE 2.—Telezlraphic reports of influenza cases from State health officers to the
U. 8. Public Health Service, weeks ended Nov. 13, 1943, through Feb. 6, 1944, by
geographic division and State —Continued )

Number of influenza cases reported, week ended—
Geographic divi- 3 Feb.
sion and State November 1943 December 1943 January 1944 nlx’u&y
13 |2 ;27 4 11 18 25 1 8 15 22 29 53

5,975(11,911| 87,774] 7,169| 4,008 4,017| 2,720| 1,611
2,468 2,654] 2,521| 1,665| 654/ 484 517] 149
4 12| 29 17, 2 30|---.... 85
227|- 814 8 952 804| 334/ 182 205 12
820 1,041 808 847| 840| 788 175
124 28 81 9 20 20 32 3

1,108 731 824 589 541 486
1,208} 5,723 1,767 2,030| 1,477 1,945| 1,115| 768
21 1,208 138 10 114
3,435 9,069| 7,460| 5,036( 3,110 1,964| 865 487
1, 490 3, 200 220| 453 45| 134 3 5
760| 2,201| 2,811 1,325| 534| 306 157 93
1,185] 3,668 4,429] 3,258| 2,531 1,434 705 389

1 See footnote 1, table 1.

1 See footnote 4, table 1.

3 See footnote 3, table 1.

4 See footnote 5, table 1.

8 See the first paragraph of footnote 3, table 1.

The number of cases for the East South Central Division, exclusive of Kentucky, is as follows: Week
ended Dec. 4, 1943, 427, Dec. 11, 591, Dec. 18, 1,277, Dec. 25, 2,555, Jan. 1, 1944, 8,775, Jan. 8, 6,160, Jan. 15,
4,190, Jan. 22, 3,297, Jan. 29, 1,683, Feb. 5, 638.

¢ A later mail report from Kentucky gave an estimated total of more than 35,000 cases for the week ended
Bec. }g, i%, of which an estimated total of 30,000 was included in the telegrapl')ic report for the week ended

ec. 18, 3 .

7 See the first paragraph of footnote 5, table 1.

$ See the second paragraph of footnote 5, table 1.

Hospital incidence.—Through the cooperation of the Hospital
Service Plan Commission of the American Hospital Association, the
weekly incidence of hospitalized illness due to pneumonia, influenza,
and other upper respiratory diseases among beneficiaries of 14 Blue
Cross Hospital Service Plans has been made available to the Public
Health Service. The 14 reporting Blue Cross Plans were located in
metropolitan communities in 11 States, all geographic regions except
the Southeast, South Central, and Pacific being represented by at
least one plan.

The trend in hospital admissions with a diagnosis of pneumonia,
influenza, or other upper respiratory infections shows general cor-
respondence with the trend of the total case incidence (as indicated by
reported cases of influenza) in a given area (table 3). Thus, the maxi-
mal number of influenza-pneumonia hospital admissions in St. Paul
occurred in the week ended December 4, 1943, with a secondary peak
2 weeks later. This result is consistent with the early peak observed
in the total incidence of influenza in Minnesota, this State being one
of the first to experience the outbreak. The week ended December 18,
the peak week in the hospital incidence of influenza-pneumonia as
reported by Group Hospital Service, St. Louis, corresponds with the
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peak week in total incidence for Missouri, based on officially reported
influenza cases. The subsequent spread of the epidemic to the Middle
Atlantic States likewise is reflected in the high hospital incidence of
influenza-pneumonia in the period December 11-January 1 reported
by the Blue Cross Plans in New York City, Buffalo, Syracuse, and
Philadelphia. However, the influenza-pneumonia hospital incidence

TaBLE 3.—Hospital admissions with a dzagnom of influenza or pneumonia as a
percent of total hospital admissions, weeks ended Nov. 6, 1943, through Jan. 29,
1944, as reported to the Hospital Service Plan Commission of the American Hospt-

Association by representative Blue Cross Hos]ntal Service Plans—data made
available to the U. S. Public Health Service

‘Week ended—
November 1943 December 1943 January 1944
Location of regoning Blue
Cross Plan

6 13 |2 (27 4 1 18 | 25 1 8 15 22 29
PERCENT, INFLUENZA-PNEUMONIA ! HOSPITAL ADMISSIONS OF TOTAL ADMISSIONS

8.2 82 82 7.7/ 11.3] 12.1| 15.8] 21.6| 24.4( 21.5| 14.6| 11.7| (*)
3.0 2.9 53 6.5 12.1] 12.9| 11.8 22.7| 15.8 16.5| 9.3 6.1] 6.9
OO ®]®|®] ¢ | 20188 186 162 7.7 43| 57
2.8 6.1/ 58 5.5 87 24,6 23.6/ 24.8/ 25.3 E‘) 12.5 8.3| 8.4

é‘; {‘) §‘) | * | 13.9]19.5 21.7] 19.9| (*) 0.7 7.4 (»
. *) )| (* | 85 121f20.9/ 20.7] 16.1] 16.4] 9.2] 8.4 4.7

2.7 3.5/ 3.6/ 3.1 (*) 3.7 7.8 11.0] 15.0] () | 14.3[ 10.8| (*)

5.5 6.6/ 57 6.0/ 9.0/ 9.3|13.3/ 14.6/ 19.5| 22.0{ 16.9] 16.6| (*)
. 2.5 3.8/ 3.2| 7.4] 9.6/ 3.1 10.8) 8.0/ 6.0/ 6.2 6.8 3.9 3.0
. 6.9 5.9 9.5 13.0f (* 13.4| 21.8] 26.8{ 13.6/ 12.4] 6.5 4.8/ 6.1
1.0 21| 16| 1.8/ 57 83]150 15.8 12.9{13.1f 7.2 10.1f 6.0
Richmond..._..____________ 10.0{ O 1.0] 2.9] 14.6| 9.3] 21.1] 15.8, 17.0/ 17.8] 5.7] 3.7| 2.7

) | D, 5.0 3.8| 10.3| 21.4/ 18.8/ 30.5| 11.1]| 16.0] 16.3| (*) 49 | ™
Denver ... . ... 6.3 11.4[ 12.4| 15.5/ 20.3| 20.2| 27.5| 34.9] 21.0( 15.9] 12.8/ 6.8 5.9
Allreporting Plans__.______. 4.7) 5.4{ 5.8 7.2/ 10.4] 10.6/ 16.7| 18.7| 17.1| 15.4/ 10.6/ 8.3] 4.9

NUMBER OF INFLUENZA-PNEUMONIA ! HOSPITAL ADMISSIONS
All reporting Plans__________ 293‘ 350| 378| 416 577 1,168(1,624[1,524| 1,846/1,040( 1,129] 864 244
NUMBER OF HOSPITAL ADMISSIONS, ALL DIAGNOSES

All reporting Plans__________ 6, 185 6,516 6, 5475, 744/5, 56211, 0289, 719 8, 161/10, 7926, 744/10, 628/10, 4455, 017
Number of Plans reporting__ 1| 1f 11} 11 10 13 14 14 10 14 13 9

*No report received for the specified week.

1 Includes upper respiratory infections. '
] tlflsNol‘;%.m , the weekly average influenza-pneumonia admissions were 3.1 percent of total admissions

for Pl
3 The figures relate to cases paid, not admissions.

~

based on the combined experience of the reporting plans differs some-
what from the trend of the total incidence, since the Blue Cross data
include no representation of the West South Central States.

For the week ended November 6, 1943, in the combined experience
of 11 plans, influenza-pneumonia hospital admissions represented 4.7
percent of the total admissions; after a gradual increase during No-
vember and December, the proportion reached 17.1 percent in the
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week ended January 1, 1944.2 Subsequent reports showed a progres-
sive decline in influenza-pneumonia hospital admissions, their propor-
tion to the total having fallen to 8.3 percent in the week ended Jan-
uary 22 (13 plans reporting). The relative weekly number of in-
fluenza-pneumonia admissions was notably high in the experience of
Blue Cross Plans in the following cities:

Percent of Week Percent of Week
City total ad- % City total ad- ge

missions ended missions ended
24.4 | Jan. 1,1944 || Wilmington_._.___.____. 30.5 | Dec. 11,1943
22.7 | Dec. 1943 ———- ———- 21.1 | Dec. 18,1
23.0 22.0 | Jan. 81044
25.3 26.8 25,1943
%; 34.9 | Dec. 25,1943

MORTALITY

The death rate from all causes during an influenza epidemic is an
especially significant measure of its severity, the excess mortality
relative to that in a normal (i. e., nonepidemic) period representing
deatbs associated with the epidemic. Weekly reports of deaths from
all causes are made to the Bureau of the Census by 90 major cities
with an aggregate population of nearly 40 million (). Mortality in
these cities began to rise early in December 1943, but the excess over
the comparable period of preceding years did not become marked
until the latter part of the month.

In the 90 cities considered as a group, the provisional death rate
from all causes (annual basis) was 13.3 per 1,000 estimated population
in the week ended December 4, 1943, and after a continuing rise in
succeeding weeks, reached the peak rate of 19.4 per 1,000 in the week
ended January 1, 1944, representing an excess of 6.5 deaths per 1,000
over the 194142 average for the corresponding week. Throughout
the remainder of January, the death rate in this urban population
showed a marked downward trend, and has remained approximately at
the expected level during February and March.

It may be assumed that a lag of about 1 week occurs between
the maximal weekly case incidence and the maximal death rate.
Thus, with reference to the trend of the average excess weekly death
rate in these 90 cities, the epidemic appears to have reached its
maximal incidence between December 18 and 25. However, the
period of maximal incidence based on officially reported cases occurred
between December 25 and January 8. This lack of correspondence
results in part from the virtual exclusion of such populous States as

3 The comparable figure for the week ended December 25, 1943, was 18.7 percent. However, the experience

of this week is believed to e atypical since it preceded Christmas, both total hospital admissions and in-
fluenza-pneumonia admissions being lower than in the prior and succeeding weeks.

603161°—44——2
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Massachusetts, New York, and Pennsylvania from the reporting
area for official notification of influenza cases, cities in these 3 States,
on the other hand, being included among the 90 cities reporting
deaths. Allowance should be made for the added fact that the
death rates are based exclusively on an urban experience.
Comparison of the death rate in these reporting cities grouped by
geographic division, as shown in table 4, reveals several points of
interest.? The epidemic appears to have been somewhat more
TaABLE 4.—Weekly actual and excess death rates, all causes, per 1,000 estimated
population in 90 major cities of the United States, and weekly excess death rate in

the reporting cities grouped by geographic division, for the weeks ended Nov. 13,
1948, through Feb. 5, 1944 ! (provisional rates)

Week ended—
Feb-
Geographic division November 1943 December 1943 January 1944 ;:';,
1944

1312027 | 4 |11 )18]25 1 8 | 15 22‘29 5

DEATH RATE, ALL CAUSES, PER 1,000 POPULATION (ANNUAL BASIS)

v0cities—total 104344 __________ 11.6 12.2] 11.8| 13.3] 14.1| 15.6/ 17.1| 19.4} 18.1| 15.6| 14.1] 13. 5| 12.9
Average, 1941-422_______________ 11.6] 11.7] 11.9] 11.9] 12.2( 12.1| 12.4! 12.9{ 13.6/ 13.6| 13.3| 13.0| 12.9
EXCESS ! DEATH RATE, ALL CAUSES, )PER 1,000 POPULATION (ANNUAL
BASIS|
90 cities—total ____._____._______. 0f +.5| —.1{+1.4[+1.9(+3. 5|+4. 7|4-6. 5|+4.5/42.0] +.8| +.5 0
Rggs(:nin‘g cities in specified di-
on:
New England_.___ +1.4] +.8| +.2|42.0{41.8{+3.7|4+6.1(48.7/+8.2[4+5.6/ +.6/4+1.6] —. 5
Middle Atlantic —.3| +.4| +.1({41.9]+2.8[+4.8{4+7.9/+8.7|+5.8/+2.4|+1.2| 4.6/ —.3
East North Central 0| +.2{ +.3|+1.4|+2.2(+3.4/+3.4/+5.8/+4.5+1.7| +.9| +.3| +.2
‘West North Central. __ +.2|41.3| —.6|+2.2|+2 8(+7.6|+5. 3|+5. 5/+2.6/+1. 8 0] +.4/4+1.2
South Atlantic._______ —1.1{-1.2] —.7|41.2{+1.0{+2.8/+3.6/+7.4|4+2.1|4+1.5{ 4+.1| 4.6 —.6
ast South Central . __ +2.6(41.1(—1. 1|41, 7|41. 1|42 . 8{+1. 7|+5. 8/ +4. 2| +2. 4|4+1.9 4-2. 7)4-1. 4
‘West South Central___ —2.0[ 4.4 +.2| +.4{+1.1] +.7|41.9|44.1|4-2.6{+3. 2{+2. 2| 0| +.3
Mountain_____________ +.3|41.3|41.1]41.1{42.1{45.3|+3. 5{+4. 7|4+1.6| .6 —.8/—2.3|+1.0
Pacific._.__._.._________.__. -1 +.4/—-2.1| 4.2| —.8] —. 2| +.7|4+1.9{+2.9| +.2| —.6] —. 4 —.6

1 Computed from teleﬁaphic reports of deaths as published in the Weekly Mortality Index of the U. S.
Bureau of the Census, Washington, D. C. Populations used are estimates as of Nov. 1 of 1943, 1942, and
1941 as computed from U. S. Bureau of the Census releases giving estimates of the civilian pogmlation by
counties as of May 1, 1942 (Series P-3, No. 33, 2-25-43), Mar. 1, 1943 (Series P-3, No. 38, 10-31-43), and Nov.
1, 1943 (Series P44, No. 3, 2-15-44). Because of considerable shifts in population in 1943, the rates in this
table differ considerably from similar rates in the Public Health Reports for Jan. 21 and Feb. 18, 1944, which
'were pre] before the November 1943 population estimates were available.

2 3-week moving average of average rates for corresponding weeks of 1941-42 and 1942-43.

3 Excess over 3-week moving average of average rates for corresponding weeks of 194142 and 1942-43.

4 The same 90 cities are used in all 3 years throughout this table, practically all having populations of
100,000 or more in 1940. The cities classified bﬁgeogra hic division are as follows: New England (14 cities):
Boston, Bri(;ﬁﬁgrt Cambridge, Fall River, Hartford, Lowell, Lynn, New Bedford, New Haven, Provi-
dence, Some y ép eld, Mass., Waterbury, Worcester; Middle Atlantic (17 cities): Albany, Buffalo,
Csmden, Elizabeth, Erie, Jerseg City, Newark, N. J., New York, Paterson, Philadelphia, Pittsburgh,
Rochester, N. Y., Schenectady, Syracuse, Trenton, Utica, Yonkers; East North Central (18 cities): Akron,
Canto) éhimgo, Cincinnati, Cleve]and, Columbus, Dayton, Detroit, Evansville, Flint, Fort Wayne,
Grand ids, Indianapolis, Milwaukee, Peoria, South Bend, Toledo, Youngstown; West North Central
s) cities): Des Moines, Duluth, Kansas City, Kans., Kansas City, Mo., Minneapolis, Omsaha, St. Louis,

t. Paul, Wichita; South Atlantic (8 cities): Atlanta, Baltimore, Miami, Norfolk, Richmond, Tampa,
Washjﬂfm, D. C., Wilmington, Del.; East South Central (5 cities): Birmingham, Knoxville, Louisville,,
Memp! Nashville; West th Central (7 cities): Dallas, El Paso, Fort Worth, Houston, New Orleans,
Oklahoma City, San Antonie; Mountain (2 cities): Denver, Salt Lake City; Pacific (10 cities): Long Beach,

, Oakland, Portland. Oreg., Sacramento, San Diego, San Francisco, Seattle, Spokane, T'acoma.

3 The rates shown in table 4 supersede similar rates published in two earlier numbers of PuBLic HEALTH
REPORTS: Prevalence of communicable diseases in the United States, December 5, 1943-January 1, 1944,
Pub. Health Rep., 59: (79-86) Jan. 21, 1944; and Prevalence of communicable diseases in the United States,
January 2-29, 1944, Pub. Health Rep., §9: 236-242 (Feb. 18, 1944), which were computed prior to the release
of the estimates of the civilian population by county as of Nov. 1, 1943.
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severe in southern New England and the Middle Atlantic States
than in other divisions, a conclusion not indicated by the case incidence
due to the incompleteness of official reports or lack of the requirement
for notification of influenza in several States of this region. With
respect to the epidemic trend in a given geographic division, the
excess death rate in the selected urban population and the incidence
based on officially reported cases in most instances are consistent.
The secondary peak in the death rate in the West North Central
cities occurring in the week ended January 1 is consistent with the
peak in incidence for the total population of the division (excluding
the Dakotas, whose urban population is not represented in the mor-
tality reports). However, in Minnesota and Missouri the epidemic
began to subside earlier than in the other West North Central States,
this earlier peak in incidence being reflected in the occurrence of a
primary peak in the urban death rate in the week ended December
18. The validity of the trend in case incidence based on officially
reported cases in the West South Central States in general is con-
firmed by the trend in the excess death rate. In the division as a
whole, the peak in case incidence occurred in the week ended January
8, being reflected in the persistence of a marked excess death rate in
the urban population as late as the week ended January 15. It is
believed, however, that incomplete or delayed reporting in certain
States of this division has obscured the primary peak in incidence
which was followed by the high death rate of the week ended January 1.

For the whole group of 90 large cities, the mortality from all causes
in excess of the normal expectancy during the 11 weeks from Novem-
ber 21, 1943 to February 5, 1944, amounted to 50 per 100,000 popula-
tion. This figure may be compared with total excess rates from all
causes for a group of 35 large cities of 65 per 100,000 for the epidemic
of 1928-29; 48 for that of 1926, 50 for that of 1923, 34 for that of
1922,125 for the epidemic of 1920, and 598 for the pandemic of 1918-19.
Comparable data are not available for the several epidemics since
1930, but they were all smaller than those of 1928-29, 1926, and 1923.
During the peak week ended January 1, 1944, the excess mortality
from all causes in the current epidemic was larger than in the peak
week of the epidemic of 1928-29, but the total excess during the whole
epidemic was considerably smaller, 50 as compared with 65 per 100,000
for 1928-29. Thus the current outbreak was larger than any epidemic
since 1928-29, but caused only about 8 percent as many excess deaths
in the United States as the 1918 pandemic.

EPIDEMIC INFLUENZA OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES

Epidemics of a mild form of influenza and other upper respiratory
infections were reported from many areas of North and South America
during the past winter. An outbreak began in Canada about the
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middle of November, the trend in incidence corresponding to that
observed in Minnesota and the Great Lakes States. On the other
hand, the course of the outbreaks in the border States of Mexico was
roughly parallel to the epidemic trend in Texas, some areas reporting
a peak in incidence about the middle of January, while in other areas
the incidence remained high throughout the month. Epidemics were
reported in Honduras, Haiti, Jamaica, Martinique, and Curacao in
November and December. In Venezuela, widespread epidemics
occurred late in November and December, the peak being reached by
the middle of January except in certain cities of the interior. Reports
of epidemics appearing in British and Dutch Guiana in January sug-
gest that the disease spread from Venezuela to the southeast. An
outbreak of influenza started in Recife, on the northeast coast of
Brazil, in the middle of December. It is reported that the Brazilian
health authorities were greatly alarmed over the possible spread of
the epidemic, as a result of which the newspapers published general
instructions for the control of influenza, and all vitamin preparations
and sulfonamides were officially exempt from import duties for a
6-month period beginning early in January. However, information
available to date gives no indication of the extension of the epidemic
toward the southern part of Brazil. Southern Brazil, as well as Para-
guay, Uruguay, Argentina, and Chile, are now in their summer season,
in which outbreaks of respiratory disease are not frequent.

Official reports on the prevalence of influenza in continental Europe
are fragmentary. A mild type of influenza has been epidemic in
Spain since November, the incidence having declined to normal in
January in the provinces from which official reports have been received.
A press report via Berne noted the occurrence of a widespread epidem-
ic of influenza in northern Italy in the middle of December. An
official report made early in February indicated that influenza was
then epidemic in Denmark, France, and Switzerland. With the ex-
ception of Tangier and Spanish Morocco, North Africa appears to have
experienced no abnormal incidence of influenza during the past winter.

An interesting feature of the epidemic in England and Wales, to
which earlier reference has been made, was the action taken to relieve
the acute shortage of civilian medical persounel resulting from the
war. Early in December, an arrangement was made for the defer-
ment from induction into the Services of some 300 junior house physi-
ciaps. In addition, the Royal Army Medical Corps made available
hundreds of Army doctors to assist in the care of influenza cases
among civilians, representing the first instance of such cooperation
between military and civilian medical personnel. While the war has
caused some dapletion of the supply of physicians in the United States,
the number of physicians relative {o the civilian population is still
substantially in excess of the ratio prevailing in England. In Decem-
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ber, liaison officers of the United States Public Health Service, atthe
request of the Surgeon General of the Army, surveyed possible medi-
cal needs arising from the influenza epidemic in this country, but the
results indicated no nesd for such emergency action as the English
situation required.
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PREVALENCE OF COMMUNICABLE DISEASES IN THE
UNITED STATES
July 16-August 12, 1944

The accompanying table (table 1) summarizes the prevalence of
nine important communicable diseases, based on weekly telegraphic
reports from State health departments. The reports from each
State for each week are published in the Public Health Reports under
the section ‘‘Prevalence of disease.” The table gives the number of
cases of these diseases for the 4 weeks ended August 12, 1944, the
number reported for the corresponding period in 1943, and the median
number for the years 1939-43.

DISEASES ABOVE MEDIAN PREVALENCE

Diphtheria.—During the current year the downward trend of
diphtheria cases has been interrupted for the first time since 1939.
For the 4 weeks ended August 12 there were 713 cases reported, as
compared with 607 for the corresponding period in 1943 and a 5-year
(1939—43) median of 613 cases. Every section of the country except
the Middle Atlantic and East North Central sections showed some
increase over the medians, but the greatest excesses were reported
from the South Central and Pacific sections.

Influenza.—The number of cases (1,667) of influenza reported during
the current 4-week period was only about 75 percent of the number
reported for the corresponding period in 1943, but it was about
10 percent above the preceding 5-year median. The New England
and South Central sections reported more cases than normally occur
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in those sections, but in other sections the incidence either closely
approximated the median or fell considerably below it.

Meningococcus meningitis.—For the 4 weeks ended August 12 there
were. 712 cases of meningitis reported. During the corresponding
period in 1943 there were 826 cases, and the 193943 median was 122
cases; the median was based on 3 nonepidemic and 2 epidemic years.
The incidence was lower than in 1943 in all sections except the West
North Central and South Central regions, but in all sections the inci-
dence was considerably above the 5-year median. The lowest inci-
dence of this disease is normally reported during the latter part of
August and, while the number of cases has been relatively high, the
rate of decrease compares favorably with preceding years.

Poliomyelitis.—The number of cases of poliomyelitis rose from 1,100
during the preceding 4 weeks to 3,253 during the 4 weeks ended

TABLE 1.—Number of reported cases of 9 com icable di. in the United States
during the 4-week period July 16—August 12, 1944, the number for the correspond-
ing period 1n 1943, and the median number of cases reported for the corresponding
period, 193943

: Current 5-year (Current, 5-year |Current 5-year
Division period 1943 median| period 1943 median| period 1943 median
Diphtheria Influenza ! Maeasles 2
United States___._..._.._... 713 607 613 [ 1,667 [ 2,268 | 1,476 | 6,201 | 12,005 | 10,086
New Ao 19 13 16 23 1 3 575 { 1,305 1,297
Middle Atlantic......__ 58 47 (33 14 22 18| 1,125 | 3,245 3,213
East North Central_____ 78 83 99 54 81 91 976 | 3,972 2,607
‘West North Central.___ 53 50 50 15 13 14 300 755 387
South Atlantic..._.._._. 136 133 133 518 887 554 528 741 409
t South Central_ 74 50 50 103 108 85 95 153 153
West South Central 159 126 107 833 842 636 509 341 341
ountain_________. 28 71 192 159 250 492 407
acific._ ... 81 7 61 36 122 83| 1,843 1,001 | 1,001
M:llzie:ig:gieotciscus Poliomyelitis Scarlet fever

United States.._ . 712 826 122 | 3,253 | 1,685 783 | 3,184 | 2,888 2,888
New England 61 82 6 94 2 27 271 382 274

Middle Atlantic._. - 179 214 31] 1,382 83 81 564 485
East North Central_____ 107 148 13 495 158 158 816 586 779
West North Central. .. 56 52 8 129 230 69 234 289
South Atlantie____.__._. 115 129 22 598 29 65 3717 313 268
East South Central____. 4 41 20 342 30 42 125 139 169
West South Central 46 38 15 90 536 63 137 120 112
M tain 14 19 4 17 67 22 174 207 100
90 103 7 106 470 143 434 422 243

Typhoid and para- .
Smallpox typhoid fever ‘Whooping cough 2
United States___.___.._______ 21 2 29 688 930 | 1,199 | 9,438 | 14,988 | 14,614
New England. .. 0 0 0 30 26 26 670 735 945
Middle Atlantic. - 0 0 0 45 82 1221 1,257 | 2,614 3,124
East North Central 4 9 10 73 197 136 | 2,274 | 4,167 4,167
West North Central. 9 3 9 34 47 62 609 | 1,195 760
South Atlantic_____.__.__ 4 0 1 180 186 264 | 2,195 1,891
East South Central__.__ 1 1 2 119 154 185 519 547 7
West South Central __ .. 1 3 3 160 171 264 902 | 1,214 1,037
Mountain______.________ 1 7 7 14 44 45 584

Pacific_.__._____________ 1 0 1 33 23 46 428 | 1,227 1,227

1 Mississippi and New York excluded; New York City included.
2 Mississippi excluded.
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August 12. For the country as a whole the incidence was almost 2
times that reported for the corresponding period in 1943 and more than
4 times the 193943 median. Nine states reported more than 75
“percent of the total infantile paralysis cases, viz., New York, 1,057
cases; Pennsylvania, 278; Kentucky, 208; North Carolina, 220; Vir-
ginia, 167; Ohio, 157; Michigan, 147; Indiana, 99; and Maryland, 80
cases. In some States only the normal seasonal increase occurred,
and in many others the reports were not greatly above the usual
expectancy. So far every section of the country except the Mountain
and Pacific regions has been affected by the current outbreak of this
disease, with the largest excesses over the normal expectancy occurring
in the Middle Atlantic, South Atlantic, and East South Central regions.
In 1943 the first increase in the number of cases occurred in States in
the Mountain, Pacific, and West South Central sections, while in 1941
the disease first became epidemic in the South Atlantic and East South
Central sections. Table 2 shows the reported cases in geographic areas

TABLE 2.—Number of cases of poliomyelitis reported in each geographic area for
recent weeks of 1944 with comparative data for 1943 and 19411

Week ended—
Division July August
L]
1 8 15 22 29 5 12 19
222 290 462 568 738 932 | 1,015 1,250
190 245 297 329 361 450 545 747
79 82 187 246 302 326 422 549
1 4 8 9 12 36 37 54
0 1 6 3 11 32 62
0 0 2 0 4 16 7 22
33 62 125 216 304 413 449 601
b 6 14 12 13 2 38 46
5 8 7 17 21 32 60 111
10 21 58 63 111 143 178 215
1 8 4 12 21 46 7 144
0 6 16 13 30 45 58 81
7 9 8 25 2 28
5 9 15 12 40 61 117 18
1 2 11 7 10 10
103 123 126 128 136 167 167 195
2 1 6 9 7 5 8 7
1941___ 40 29 70 128 113 122 127 139
East South Central:
1044 34 37 91 90 101 84 67 53
1043___ 0 6 5 6 14 11 5 29
1941 ... 16 30 57 74 103 78 134 145
West South Central: )
1944 __ - 15 17 26 18 22 27 23 16
1943 107 137 148 148 141 122 119 104
1941 . 6 4 10 4 8 10 10 10
Mountain:
1944 __ - 1 6 2 1 4 4 9 12
1943 s 10 2 9 11 4 29 2 43
1941 ... 4 0 0 2 4 3 3 5
Pacific:
1944 e 18 11 18 18 26 30 31 47
1943 L cieeeo. 60 75 90 116 110 124 194
bR+ 3 71« 3 14 1 9 10 10

1A similar table for earlier reports appeared in Public Health Reports for Aug. 4, 1944, p. 1024.
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during recent weeks of 1944 with corresponding data for 1943 and
1941. In 1942 the number of cases of poliomyelitis was the lowest
reported in recent years. For the week ended August 19, 1944, the
latest data available, there were 1,250 cases reported. Since the
beginning of the year there have been 6,259 cases of poliomyelitis
reported as compared with 4,058 for the same period in 1943, 1,505
in 1942, and 3,401 in 1941. '

Scarlet fever—For the country as a whole the incidence of scarlet
fever remained at a relatively high level, 3,184 cases being reported
for the current 4-week period, as compared with a 5-year median of
2,888 cases. The greatest excesses over the normal seasonal expect-
ancy were reported from the South Atlantic and Pacific regions with
minor excesses in the East North Central, West South Central, and
Mountain sections; in other sections the incidence was either about
normal or lower than the 193943 median.

Rocky Mountain spotted fever.—The South Atlantic region continued
to report an unusually large number of cases of this disease, but 'in
other sections the incidence was about normal. Of a total of 111
cases, the South Atlantic States reported 71, the Middle Atlantic and
East South Central sections, 10 each, with the other sections reporting
from none in the Pacific region to 5 each in the East North Central
and West South Central sections. During the current period Vir-
ginia reported 23 cases, North Carolina 22, Maryland 12, and West
Virginia and Georgia 6 each. Tennessee and New York reported 8
and 5 cases respectively, but no other State reported more than 3
cases for the 4-week period.

DISEASES BELOW MEDIAN PREVALENCE

Measles.—The number of cases (6,201) of measles reported for the
4 weeks ended August 12 was only about one-half of the number
reported for the corresponding period in 1943, and slightly more than
10 percent of the 193943 median. Increases over the seasonal ex-
pectancy were reported from the South Atlantic, West South Central,
and Pacific regions, but very significant decreases were reported from
the North Atlantic and East North Central regions, where the disease
has been unusually prevalent for the past 2 years; minor decreases
were reported from the West North Central, East South Central and
Mountain sections.

Smallpoz.—The smallpox situation was very favorable, 21 cases
being reported for the current 4 weeks, as compared with 23 in 1943
and a 5-year median of 29 cases. Nine of the 21 cases occurred in
the West North Central region, 4 each in the East North Central
and South Atlantic regions; 4 other regions reported 1 case each, and
none occurred in the North Atlantic region.
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Typhoid and paratyphoid fever—The incidence of this disease was
also relatively low, the number of cases (688) being about 75 percent of
the number reported in 1943 and less than 60 percent of the preceding
5-year median. With one exception, the New England region, the
incidence was considerably below the normal seasonal incidence in all
sections of the country.

Whooping cough.—The number of cases (9,438) of whooping cough
reported was the lowest for the corresponding period in recent years.
The preceding 5-year median for this period was approximately 14,600
cases. The number of cases occurring in the South Atlantic section
was about 20 percent above the seasonal expectancy, and in the West
North Central, East South Central, and Mountain sections the numbers
of cases were about normal, but in each of the other 5 sections the
incidence was the lowest in the 7 years for which th%e data are

available.
MORTALITY, ALL CAUSES

For the 4 weeks ended August 12, there were 32,044 deaths from all
causes reported to the Bureau of the Census by 93 large cities. The
average number of deaths reported for the corresponding weeks in the
3 preceding years was 31,787. For the first two weeks of the period
the number of deaths was below the preceding 3-year average; during
the third week the number of deaths was about 4 percent above the
average, and for the last week the number reported was approximately
the same as the average. Cities in the North Atlantic, South Central,
Mountain, and Pacific regions reported slight increases over the 3-year
average, while those in the South Atlantic and North Central sect.lons.

reported fewer deaths.

DEATHS DURING WEEK ENDED AUGUST 19, 1944

{From the Weekly Mortality Index, issued by the Bureau of the Census, Department of Commerce]

Correspond
Week cnded
ing week,
Aug 19, 1944 1943
Data for 93 large cities of the United States:
Total deaths ... iiiiieacieces 8,657 7,747
Average for 3 Prior years. ... ..o ieicacaao eee 7,404 | . ...
Total deatbs, first 33 weeks of year. a—-e 304, 903 310, 705
Deaths under 1 yearof age_ ... ... . 665 661
Average for 3 prior b o TN 574 | .. ____.
Deaths under rlnfmr of age, first 33 weeksof year____________________.____ 20, 474 22,219
Data from industrial insurance companies:
Policies in foree. .. - i cccccccccenan 686, 699, 037 65, 741, 955
Number of death claims._ 11, 556 10,573
Death claims per 1,000 policies in force, annual rate..................... 9.1 8.4
Death claims per 1,000 policies, first 33 weeks of year, annual rate. ._..___ 10.2 10.0

603161°—44——3



PREVALENCE OF DISEASE

No health artment, State or local, can effectively prevent or conlrol disease without
wledge of when, where, and under what conditions cases are occurring

UNITED STATES

REPORTS FROM STATES FOR WEEK ENDED AUGUST 26, 1944
Summary

A total of 1,529 cases of poliomyelitis was reported as compared with
1,254 last week, 1,014 for the next earlier week and 872 for the corre-
sponding week last year. The current figure is the largest number of
cases reported for a corresponding week since 1927, the earliest year
for which weekly reports are available, and probably the largest since
1916. Increases occurred in all of the nine geographic areas except
the West South Central and the Pacific. The largest numbers were
reported in the Middle Atlantic, North Central, and South Atlantic
areas, aggregating 1,345 cases, or 88 percent of the total. In these
sections, the smallest numerical increase occurred m the South
Atlantic area.

Fifteen States reported 19 or more cases each, as follows (last
week’s figures in parentheses): Increases—Massachusetts 43 (30),
Connecticut 19 (15), New York 581 (469), New Jersey 36 (24),
Pennsylvania 139 (108), Ohio 97 (92), Illinois 38 (34), Michigan 94
(55), Wisconsin 26 (11), Minnesota 57 (38), Maryland 40 (27),
District of Columbia 27 (19), Kentucky 38 (35) ; decreases—Virginia 63
(66), North Carolina 46 (48).

The cumulative total for the yea.r to date is 7,789, as compared with
4,930 and 6,398, respectively, for the corrospondmg periods last year
and in 1931. The cumulative total to date this year is apparently the
largest number reported for the period since the epidemic of 1916.

The incidence of meningococcus meningitis continues high. To date
a total of 13,248 cases has been reported, as compared with 13,694 for
the same period last year, and a 5-year (1939—43) median of 1,441
cases. The largest numbers of cases are being reported in the Middle
Atlantic and East North Central areas.

With the exception of poliomyelitis and meningitis the incidence
of the important communicable diseases is at about normal expect-
ancy. Endemic typhus fever is somewhat above last year’s figures—a
total of 2,934 cases has been reported to date as compared with 2,341
for the same period last year. The highest incidence is being reported
in Georgia, Texas, Alabama, and North Carolina. For the current
week cases were reported in only 11 States, all in the South Atlantic
and South Central areas. .

The number of deaths in 93 large cities dropped sharply during the
week—from 8,681 to 7,472. This latter figure is below the 3-year
(1941—43) median of 7,509.

(1146)
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1944, and comparison corresponding week of 1943 and 5-year
In these tables a zero lndleates a definite report, while leaders imply that, although none was reported,

cases may have

t 26,

tan

i ‘Meningitis,
Diphtheria Influenza Measles meningocoeeus
2ot | Me- | endon ot | Mo | endo— | M
: en — e en — en! [ e- en — (.
Division and State {ihn 3{:& ?g& ;lisn
Aug.|Aug. 939 Aug. | Aug. [1939-43) Aug. | Aug.- Aug. [ Aug. ,939__
%, (281 8|26 s, 2 |2 | 4 |'%°|28"|®
144 | 1943 944 | 1043 1944 | 1943 1944 | 1943
NEW ENGLAND : 1.
of o o T 5. 2 of 2 o
o o o . 7 2 4 of o o
0 0 0 N 5| 3 0 0 0
2 2l . w0 55 4 .13 2
1o o o 10 of 2 o
of 2 ol 18 11 2l 8 o
3 (ORI IO) L} 510 137 3. 25 3
New Jersey ... 0 0 1 2 1 2 21 76 7 6 1
Pennsylv: 6 3 2.l 22 24 11 18| 4
EAST NORTH CENTRAL . .
9 o 6 3 3 3 5| 50 1
3l 8 4 i 5 4 4 5| 1
3 5 9 - - of u| 28 2
8 3 5 1 1 32 232 1 1
6 2 2 1o 18] u Hn| 04 55 1
ol o 3. 1 1 6 26 o o
of 4 47t 3 5 3l o
2l 1 s P IR i 1 7 5§ 2
o 1| 1 1 1 o o
o 2 4 ] 1 2 o o
11 4 1 1 7 1 o o
| o 8. 3 o ul 19 . n 1 1
0 0 0 (1] B B 1 0 0 1 0
aryland®......._...| 3 3 1 i T 3 4 8 4 3 2
District of Golumbia...| o o 1. | ....|....0 1 8 2 o o
Virginia .. - ........ | 8 10| 10| 47| 759 | = =2 6 1
West Virginia...__ .. 4 2 b I R 6 1 8 1 2| 1.
North Carolina. . 16| 18 18] ... 2. ... 20 17 6 7 0
u|  nj 7ss reel 128l 1] 14l 14 il o
16 11 71y 1 3 7 2 | o
] 2 1 n 3l w2 2 2 I
4 s P IO I 2l 14 of 1l o o
3§ 378 8 4 5 7 1. .1
16 14 2l 4 6 71 w6 1] w0 1] 1
L I U I ) IS I o o
7 2 6 8 s o o o
1 2 0 3 1 2. O 0
6 10 0 5 4 o 1f o
21 128 33| 41| 33 8 2 1
1 1 10 .| ... 1 22| 6 0 0 [
1 0. O I 0 0 o o 1f e
of ol I 0 2 3 o o e
2 7 I 5 1 9 g 1 1 o
o 1 1 I . 1 2 2 o o o
0 1 19 39| 3 8| 11 11 1 1 1]
0 y) T U 5 5 6 0 o1
o ool © 0 3 o o 1 "o
PACIFIC . .
Washington_ ... of 9 1 2 ... 1w 32 2% 6 4 0
OF6ZOM. . --eemmoemoneee 2l 3 3 [T 3 4 7 9 .2 o 0
California 77 p w! 220 8- 7 = 13 w8 3 74 7 15 1
Total...... .. | z24] 233 28| 00| 81| 472 ge6| 1,207| 870 | 130 166 29
34 woeks........... ... 16,0847, 408' 7.831'339, 178,82, 248'152, 008!501, 6541538, 3381467, 27313, 218]13,604' 1,41

! New York City only.

Teriod ended earlier than Saturday
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Telegraphic morbidity reports from State health officers for the week ended August 26,
1944, and comparison wilh corresponding week of 1943 and 5-year median—Con.

Typhoid and para-
Poliomyelitis Scarlet fever Smallpox typhoid fever 3
Week Week Week Week
Division and State ended— | o | ended— | g, | ended— | pgo | ended— | g,
dian " | dian dian dian
Aug. |Aug.|1938-| Aug. | Aug. |1939-|Aug.!Aug.|1939- | Aug. |Aug.|1939-
26, | 28. | 43 26, 43 5 , | 43 26, | 28, | 43
1944 | 1943 1944 | 1943 1944 | 1043 1944 ! 1943
NEW ENGLAND ,

2 2 1 4 6 2 1] 0 0 2 0 [}]
8 0 0 2 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
2 1 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 2 0
43 8 4 41 66 35 1] 0 0 8 [] 4
0 12 1 2 2| 2| 0 0 1] 0 0 0
19| 39 3 10| 5 5 0 () 0 0 3 3
581 42| 42 371 54 54 o 0 0 15 9 14
36 6 20 g 14 15| o] 0 0| 0o 2 7

139 9 9 30 32 30, 0 0 0 n n
971 114 1n 51 66 48 o O 0 71 100 10
18 19 7 9| 9| 11| o 0 0 1 2 2
38| 104 23 32 25, 38 0 0 0 4 4 12
4 9 11 30 24 bad ¢ 0 0 3 4 4
26) 8 6 23 20, 32 0 0 0 1 1 [)]
571 100 10 0 14 14 o 0 0 ol o 0
15 13| 7 14 4 9 1] 0 0 3 0 3
10| 24 5 8 17 14 0 0 0 71 13 13
71 2 0| 2 i ¢ o 0 0] 6 1
o o 0 2 3 2l 0 O 0 o o 0
9 17 7 1 6 5 1 0 0 0 0 1
6] 66 2 9 21 19| 0 0 0 4 § b
JAWALe. - o coooocooanoo 5 0 0 3 2| 2l o o 0 1l o 0
Maryland 2 .. ............_. 40 1 1 9 12 71 0 O 0 3 2 6
District of Columbia ....._. 271 0 1 2 3 4 0 O v 2l 0 1
Virginia. ..o 63 1 1 18 19 12| 0 0 0 4 8 10
17, 4 4 240 19 20 o0 0 0| 5 12 [
46 1 4 3 3 2 o o [ 3 10 10
5 2 4 4 1v 5 0 0 0 3 4 6
71 1 1 7l 15 8 o0 o 0| 8 15 19
4 0 2 3 5 3 0 0 0 2| 3 3
38| 16 16 6 21 21 0 0 0 8| 8 15
ol 0 2 15 17| 14 0 0 0 5 6 15
7 3 3 13 18 18 1 [)) 0 6 4 13
2l 1 2 8| 5| 1 0 0) 2l 6 11
1 4 1 6 3 3 0 )] 0] 3 5 13
2 2| 2 8 3 3 0 0] 0| 7 5 9
1| 36 1 3 3 5 0| [ 0 100 12 12
7l 75 10 21 19] .18 0 0| 0 30 14 28
2 0 0 9 8| 8 0 [)) 0 0 0| 1
0| 0 0 7 53| 1 0 0 [)) 2 0 1
2] 1 0, 4 2 2 0 0 [)) 0, 0 [\]
7N 21 2 3 18 7 0 0 [)) 2 0 1
2 4 2 3 0 20 0 O 0 5 0 3
o 8 1 2 4 11 0o 0 0 4 2 1
3 13 3 11 2 2] 0 0| 0 1 [}) 2
0| 0| 0 ) 1 0 0 0| [)) 0| 0 (]
5| 25 1 26 10 7 0 0 0 1 (1) 0
O .- 12| 24 1 14 11 5 0 0| 0 3 [ 2
California.... ... .. 10| 138, 16 60 52) 44 0' [)) 0 4 6
Total. 41, 529, 72 et er| 767 sss] 3| o 3 190 200 3
| et —————— ——§ ————§ ——— 3§ § —— —$F — 3 3
34 weeks___ _147,780l4, 930/ 2, 605/148.230 08,496 08.496! 303/ 609| 1,190! 43,447,3,486| 4,836

3 In
Tlinois 1

2 Period ended earlier than S8aturday.
paratyphoid fever

, Vi 1, Tennessee 1,

¢ Cumulative totals changed by

¢ separately, as follows: Massachusetts 7, New York 6, Ohio 1,
uisiana 1, Texas 2.
corrected
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Telegraphic morbidity reports from State health officers for the week ended August 26,
1.965, ﬁnd comparison with corresponding week of 1943 and 6-year median—Con.

‘Whooping cough Week ended August 26, 1944
‘Week
ended— Dysentery | gy Rocky
Division and State |—— | Medi- | 5, _ eePlh Lep- Mt. [ po1e TY-
Aug. [A an , |thrax Ba- | Un. | 8IS, | 500 | SDOt- |romja phus
2% | 25| 103043 Ame-| G infec- ted ver
1944|1943 bie | jary *Foqt| tions fover
NEW ENGLAND
9 3 o o o o 0 0 0 0
3 3 o o o o 0 0 0 0
2| 13 o o o o 0 0 0 0
43| o o o 3 o 1 0 0 0
1] 1 o o o o 0 0 0 0
700 17 o o o o 0 0 0 0
................ . 166 247 ) 3| 3 o 0
gg:}reorgy-_. 66| 129 of o o o 1 2 0 0
Pennsylvania. 59 200 0 0 0 0
EAST NORTH CENTRAL
130 192 of o 1 o 1 0 0 0
3| 36 of of o o 1 1 0 0
88| 128 of o 3 o 1 4 0 0
107] 245 of o 10 o 0 0 0 0
110 232 o o o o 0 0 0 0
39| 4 of 3 o o 1 0 0 1 0
1 47 of o o o 2 0 0 0 0
2| 20 o o o 1 0 0 0 0 0
12 27 of o o o 8 0 0 0 0
71 6 of o o o 0 0 0 0 0
3| 24 of o o o 0 0 0 0
34| 47 of o o o 1 0 0 0
3| 5 o of o o 0 0 0 0 0
61 82 of of of 4 1 0 0 0 0
2l 26 of o o o 0 0 0 0 0
30| 82 o o o 18 0 0 5 1 2
13 37 of o o o 0 0 0 0 0
17 m o o 2 o 0 0 0 of 2
31| 101 of 14 2 o 0 0 0 0 7
s 2 of 2 8 o 0 0 0 of 49
2l 21 of o o 2 0 0 0 o 17
of 1 1f o 0 0 0 0 0
of o o 1 1 0 0 1 2
of 3 o o 0 0 0 of 38
_____ of o o o 0 0 0 1 7
of o 37 o0 0 0 0 1 1
of 1 5 o 0 0 0 of 13
of o o o 0 0 0 0 0
of 12| 407 1 2 0 0 of 48
of o o o 0 0 0 1 0
of o o o 0 0 0 0 0
of o o o 2 0 0 1 0
of o o o 1 0 1 0 0
of o 6 3 0 0 1 0 0
of o o 33 0 0 0 0 0
of of o o 0 0 1 0 0
of o o o 0 0 0 0 0
of o o o 0 0 0 0 0
of o o o 0 0 0 0 0
o 1 13 o 4 0 0 0 0
0 27| 540 240| 29| 0o 18] 7| 205
1] 54| 304 3521 22 o 16 19] 139
1 23 8 ml 19 0 1| 18 153
301,138 14,543 5,424 401 20| 38l 386, 2, 934
4211,40510,619 4,978|  450| 18|  364| 609 2,341
58| 74058424,539] 340| 35| 380 66851, 641

s Period ended earlier than Saturday. $ 5-year median, 1939-43.
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WEEKLY REPORTS FROM CITIES
City reports for week ended Aug. 12, 1944

reports from 88 cities of more than 10,000 population distributed t
, and represents a cross section of the current urban mcl
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Concord__..__________

Massachusetts:

New Hampshire:

MIDDLE ATLANTIC

New York:
Buffalo.__....________

ersey:

Camden...___.._.___.
Newark__

New

Pennsylvania:

Philadelphia....._____
gittsburgh..
T S

EAST NORTH CENTRAL

Cleveland -

Columbus.

Chieago...--..-...,-..

ringfield...._.______

Mic!slfgang

Superior..._____..____

Racine. ... _....._.__

WEST NORTH CENTRAL

Minnesota:

::folis“....---.

Missouri:

St. P

Minn

Omaha_._____________

Fargo__ . _.__.

North Dakota:
Nebraska.
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City reports for week ended Aug. 12, 1944— Continued
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30 1 12 7| 286 67 | 261 | 405 | 173 0 18 682
Corresponding week, 1043_| 35 |.____. 17 6| 438 |..._.. 243 |--..-- 172 0 30 | 1,204
Average, 1939-43______.___ 44 | ... 27| 110 {1362 ... 3230 [------ 189 1 43 11,188

1 3-year average 1941-43.
? 5-year median.
Anthraz.—Cases: Rochester, 1; Philadel phis, 1.

Dysentery, amebic.—Cases: Boston, 1 New York 1; Cleveland, 1; Chicago, 1; Los Angeles, 1; Sacra-

menw. 1.

Dysentery, bacillary.—Cases: Providence, 1; New Haven, 1; New York, 4; Chicago, 3; Detroit, 13; Char-
leston, 8. C., 10; Nashville, 2; Houston, 1; Los Angeles, 9.

Dysentery, umpeciﬁed —Cases: Columbus. 1; Boltunore, 1; Richmond, 3; Shreveport, 1.

Rocky Mountain spotted fever.—Cases: New Yor , 2; St. Louis, 1; mchmond, 1.

Typhus fever, endemic.—Cases: New York, 1; Wilmington, N. C., 5; Atlanta, 1; Savannah 5.. Tampa, 1;
Birmingham, 3; Mobile, 5;: New Orleans, 1; Dallas 1 uston. 7: San Antonio, 3.

Rates (annual basis) per 100,000 population, by geographic groups, for the 88 cities
2n the preceding table (estimated population, 1943, 34,2956,100).
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PLAGUE INFECTION IN BIG HORN COUNTY, MONTANA

Plague infection has been proved in a pool of 50 fleas from 20 prairie
dogs, Cynomys ludovicianus, collected on July 26 on a ranch 20 miles
northeast of Hardin, Montana.
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TERRITORIES AND POSSESSIONS
Puerto Rico

Notifiable diseases—/4 weeks ended August 12, 1944.—During the
4 weeks ended August 12, 1944, cases of certain notifiable diseases

were reported in Puerto Rico as follows:

Disease Cases Disease Cases
Chickenpox__. ... ... 5 || Ophthalmia neonatorum__.._.__________ 4
Diphtheria.. 51 || Poliomyelitis._. 1
Dysentery. . 10 || Syphils.____._ 496
1 || Tetanus....._. 13
Gonorrhea 365 || Tetanus, infantile____.._. 1
uenza 45 || Tuberculosis (all forms).... - 77
Leprosy.-. 2 || Typhoid fever_.___._._____. - 43
alaria. . _ 570 ’%‘vyphus fever (endemic).... . k7
Measles__ ... 17 hooping cough.________________.______ 61




FOREIGN REPORTS

CANADA

Provinces—Communicable diseases—Week ended July 29, 1944.'—
During the week ended July 29, 1944, cases of certain communicable
diseases were reported by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics of
Canada, as follows:

Prince New Sas- British
Nova Que-|{ On- |Mani- Al-
Disease Edward Bruns- katch- Colum-| Total
Island | Scotia | “Li. | bec [ tario | toba ewan berta bia
Chinkonmr _________ 7 1 20 40 16 19 25 34 162
Dlphtherm ...................... 4 1 27 |- 10 ... ) U 43
gysentery (bacillary)...._| .. | o |eeeoo. 10 T I IS 11;2
12 |22 25
68 22 273
C 3 PO ) N DRI . 5
M umps._ ... .. -- - 10 34 5 4 15 12 80
Poliomyelitis_________.____| ... | ___.._. 2 5 13 b2 2 P R EU, 23
Scarletfever__..__________ 2 3 21 46 12 4 22 15 125
%ubercglosxs gull form:)._ ....... 1 4] 141 45 20 |oooo__. 12 36 259
'yphoid and paraty-

goid fever...__._..__.__ 2 11 6 - 1 3 23
Undulant fever.. ) § N PO 1 1 1 14
‘Whooping cough_________ 65 41 5 2 6 18 158

1 No report has been received from Canada for the week ended July 22, 1944.
CUBA
Provinces—Notifiable diseases—4 weeks ended July 15, 1944.—

During the 4 weeks ended July 15, 1944, cases of certain notifiable
diseases were reported in the Provinces of Cuba as follows:

. Pinar Matan- Santa Cama-
Disease del Rio Habana ! 78S Clara Zuey Oriente | Total
9 22
.......... 1
1 4
1 - 43
1
105 136
1 12
1 13
33 115
55 274

1 Includes the city of Habana.
JAMAICA
Notifiable diseases—/4 weeks ended July 29, 19/4.—During the 4
weeks ended July 29, 1944, certain notifiable diseases were reported
(1159)
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in Kingston, Jamaica, and in the island outside of Kingston, as
follows:

Disease Kingston log:ll:fil;s Disease Kingston | j oot

Puerperal sepsis
Poliomyelitis_.....
Tuberculosis. ...
Typhoid fever. -
Typhusfever.................

on-o-o-g*

REPORTS OF CHOLERA, PLAGUE, SMALLPOX, TYPHUS FEVER, AND
YELLOW FEVER RECEIVED DURING THE CURRENT WEEK

NotE.—Except in cases of unusual incidence, only those places are included which had not previously
reported any of the above-named diseases, except yellow fever, during the current year. All reports of

yellow fever are published currently.
A table showing the accumulated figures for these diseases for the year to date is published in the PUBLIC

HeEALTH REPORTS for the last Friday of each month,
(Few reports are available from the invaded countries of Europe and other nations in war zones.)

Plague

Egypt.—Plague has been reported in Egypt as follows: Week
“ended July 29, 1944, Ismailiya, 1 case; Kasferid, 1 death; week
ended August 5, 1944, Port Said, 4 cases, 2 deaths.

French West Africa—Dakar.—For the period April 20 to July 26,
1944, a total of 115 cases of plague with 99 deaths was reported in
Dakar and its immediate suburbs. A total of 65 plague-infected rats
and 2 plague-infected cats was also reported for the same period.

Indochina.—For the period July 1-20, 1944, 2 cases of plague were
reported in Indochina.

Peru—Ancash Department. —For the month of June 1944, 10 cases
of plague with 1 death were reported in Raquia area, Cajacay District,
Ancash Department, Peru.

Senegal.—For the period July 1-10, 1944, 13 cases of plague with
6 deaths were reported in Senegal.

Smallpox

British East Africa— Tanganyika.—For the week ended July 15,
1944, 200 cases of smallpox were reported in Tanganyika, British
East Africa.

French Guinea.—For the period July 1-10, 1944, 44 cases of smallpox
with 5 deaths were reported in French Guinea.

Iran.—For the period April 1-May 12, 1944, 218 cases of smallpox
were reported in Iran.

Union of South Africa.—For the period April 1-30, 1944, 112 cases
of smallpox with 1 death were reported in the Union of South Africa.
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Typhus Fever

Ecuador.—For the month of June 1944, a total of 38 cases of typhus
fever with 4 deaths was reported in Ecuador, in localities, as follows:
Carchi Province, 7 cases, 2 deaths; Loja, Loja Province, 1 case;
Quito, 30 cases, 2 deaths.

Hungary.—For the week ended July 22, 1944, 61 cases of typhus
fever (44 cases in Subcarpathia) were reported in Hungary.

Indochina.—For the period July 1-20, 1944, 29 cases of typhus
fever were reported in Indochina.

Morocco (French).—For the month of June 1944, 402 cases of
typhus fever were reported in French Morocco.

Trans-Jordan.—For the week ended July 1, 1944, 5 cases of typhus
fever were reported in Trans-Jordan.

Union of South Africa.—For the month of April 1944, 854 cases of
typhus fever with 185 deaths were reported in the Union of South

Africa.
Yellow Fever )
Gold Coast.—Yellow fever has been reported in Gold Coast as
follows: Sekondi, August 4, 1944, 1 suspected case; Yendi, July 20,

1944, 1 suspected case.
Portuguese Guinea—Port Bintam.—On July 25, 1944, 1 case of
yellow fever was reported in Farim District, Port Bintam, Portuguese

Guinea.

X



